
King County Local Voters’ Pamphlet packet
Information for jurisdiction administrators
2016 election cycle

Who can participate?
Primary and general elections 
King County automatically publishes a local voters’ 
pamphlet and all jurisdictions placing measures on the 
ballot are included. 
Special elections
King County does not automatically produce a 
pamphlet, except for annexations and countywide 
measures. Only jurisdictions who have requested a 
pamphlet be published, by ordinance or resolution, will 
be included.

Jurisdiction’s responsibilities
The jurisdiction placing a measure on the ballot must file 
a resolution or ordinance with King County Elections by 
4:30 p.m. on the day of the deadline. 
If the jurisdiction is participating in the local voters’ 
pamphlet they are also responsible for the following:
• Coordinating with jurisdiction’s legal counsel to 

prepare an explanatory statement (250 word limit). 
• Appointing members to pro and con committees 

who are willing to write statements for the local 
voters’ pamphlet. 

• Informing committees of the rules, procedures, and 
deadlines for submitting statements for the local 
voters’ pamphlet. 

• Submitting all materials to King County Elections 
by 4:30 p.m. on the day of the deadline. 
 ◦ Resolution or ordinance 
 ◦ Ballot measure resolution cover sheet
 ◦ Explanatory statement
 ◦ Committee appointment form

King County Elections’ responsibilities
King County Elections will receive all materials from the 
jurisdiction as well as the pro and con committees. 
Additionally they are responsible for the following:
• Sending a letter acknowledging receipt of the 

resolution or ordinance calling for an election. 
• Following the deadline for pro and con statements, 

sending each to the opposing committee so 
rebuttals can be written.

• Sending finalized pamphlet to the printer for 
production and mailing.

King County is not responsible for the validity or 
accuracy of statements, arguments or rebuttals. 

Pro/Con committees’ responsibilities
The pro and con committees will agree to submit 
statements in favor of and in opposition to the ballot 
measure for the local voters’ pamphlet. 
Additionally they are responsible for the following:
• Submitting pro/con statement, following all guidelines, 

to King County Elections by 4:30 p.m. on the day of 
the  deadline. 

• Submitting rebuttal statement, following all guidelines, 
to King County Elections by 4:30 p.m. on the day of 
the  deadline.

Local voters’ pamphlet deadlines

Need more information?
For more detailed information, consult the 2016 
Jurisdiction Manual at kingcounty.gov/elections or 
contact Election Operations at 206-296-1565 or  
election.operations@kingcounty.gov. 

pro_coLocal voters’ pamphlet deadlines:
Special elections
Election date February  9 April 26

Resolution due 12/11/15 2/26/16

Explanatory 
statement 12/11/15 2/26/16

Pro/Con 
Committee 
Appointments 12/11/15 2/26/16

Pro/Con 
Statements 12/15/15 3/1/16

Rebuttal 
Statements 12/17/15 3/3/16

Primary and general elections
Election date August 2 November 8

Resolution due* n/a n/a

Explanatory 
statement 5/17/16 8/5/16

Pro/Con 
Committee 
Appointments 5/13/16 8/2/16

Pro/Con 
Statements 5/23/16 8/11/16

Rebuttal 
Statements 5/25/16 8/15/16

*Resolution requesting local voters’ pamphlet not required - 
pamphlet automatically produced for primary and general
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ballot 
measure 
information name of jurisdiction/district

name of ballot measure (proposition number or description)

committee
member
information

submitter 
information

This form is to be completed by the jurisdiction administrator. The completed form must be submitted to King County Elections by 
4:30 p.m. on the day of the deadline.  
Committee members names listed on this form will be published in the pamphlet following their statements. Note: an email or fax 
number is required for the committee spokesperson.
If you have any questions on how to complete this form please contact Election Operations at 206-296-1565, option 4.  

Committee advocating approval (pro) Committee advocating rejection (con)

name of person submitting this form

phone number

title

committee spokesperson committee spokesperson

address address

city, state and zip city, state and zip

phone number phone number

email address or fax number email address or fax number

committee member committee member

address address

city, state and zip city, state and zip

phone number phone number

email address or fax number email address or fax number

committee member committee member

address address

city, state and zip city, state and zip

phone number phone number

email address or fax number email address or fax number

date

King County Local Voters’ Pamphlet packet
Pro and con committee appointment form
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Who can participate?
Committees formally appointed by a jurisdiction proposing 
a ballot measure and participating in the local voters’ 
pamphlet. There is a limit of three members per committee 
but committees may seek advice of any person or persons.
If the jurisdiction fails to make committee appointments by 
the deadline, King County Elections has the authority to 
make such appointments.

If you would like to serve on a committee, contact the 
jurisdiction proposing the measure.

Pro and con committee statements
Arguments in favor of or in opposition to any ballot 
measure, prepared by a committee designated in 
accordance with state law, shall be filed with King County 
Elections no later than 4:30 p.m. on the day of the deadline.

Length and other specifications
Limitations on the length of committee arguments are 
based upon the space available within the pamphlet.

• Pro/con statements must not exceed 200 words.
• Rebuttal statements must not exceed 75 words.
• Tables, lists, and bullet points are not allowed; 

formatting that creates empty space may reduce the 
allowable text length proportionally.

• Bold text, underlined text, and text written in all caps will 
not be accepted.  

In the event of any question regarding length, the King 
County Elections Director’s decision shall be final.

Rebuttal statements
The day after the deadline to submit pro and con 
statements, King County Elections will email the opposing 
committee’s statement to the designated spokesperson.

Rebuttal statements are not required, however, it gives 
each committee an opportunity to write a few more words 
supporting their point of view. Rebuttals must not exceed 
75 words in length.

Committee contact information
Only the names of the committee members (as submitted 
by the jurisdiction) are included in the pamphlet. 
Additionally, a phone number, email, or website (as 
submitted by the committee) can be included. This 
information is in addition to the statement word limits. 
Committee members’ titles will not be included.

Submission of material
King County Elections prefers to receive statements 
submitted by email with a Word document attached. 
The submission of the initial statement must include a 
statement submission form. Statements can be submitted 
by:

Email  election.operations@kingcounty.gov

In-person King County Elections
or Mail  919 SW Grady Way
  Renton, WA 98057

Fax  King County Elections
  Attn: Election Operations
  206-296-0108

Review of statements
Prior to publication of the pro/con statements and rebuttal 
statements, King County Elections will email each 
committee a proof of their statements. Once they receive 
the proof, they can ensure there are no discrepancies 
between the proof copy and the information they submitted.

No changes to the originally submitted statements will 
be accepted and no new material will accepted. The only 
changes that will be accepted are updates to the contact 
information section.

Need more information?
For more detailed information please contact  
Election Operations at 206-296-1565 or  
election.operations@kingcounty.gov.

Statement deadlines Special elections Primary and general elections

Election date February 9 April 26 August 2 November 8
Pro/Con statements due 12/15/15 3/1/16 5/23/16 8/11/16
Rebuttal statements due 12/17/15 3/3/16 5/25/16 8/15/16
Proof emailed to committee 12/28/15 3/11/16 6/10/16 9/9/16
Response from committee due 12/30/15 3/14/16 6/13/16 9/12/16

King County Local Voters’ Pamphlet packet
Information for pro and con committees
2016 election cycle
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ballot  
measure 
information name of jurisdiction/district

name of ballot measure (proposition number or description)

committee 
contact
information  
for  
publication

Which committee do you represent?

Email

In-person

for office 
use only

This form must be included with each committees’ initial statement when it is submitted to King County Elections. If you have any 
questions on how to complete this form please contact Election Operations at 206-296-1565, option 4.  
Statements and submission forms can be submitted in the following ways:

If you are submitting your statement separately from this submission form please identify the ballot measure and committee 
on the statement. Statements must be submitted by 4:30 p.m. on the day of the deadline. No late submissions will be 
accepted. 

Pro committee

Con committee

If you are submitting your statement separately from this form, how 
will you be submitting your statement?

statement 
submission

This information will be published in the local voters’ pamphlet and on our website at www.kingcounty.gov/elections. 

Committee members names, as submitted by the jurisdiction, will be listed following their statements. Committee members’ 
titles will not be included. In addition, each committee may include one of the following so voters may contact them with any 
further questions:

• an email address, OR 

• a website, OR 

• a phone number

This listing of committee members and contact information is not included in the statement word counts. 

committee contact information (any one of the following: email address, website or phone number)

Postal mail

Fax

date received

received by

word count

date exchanged

name of person submitting this form phone number

King County Local Voters’ Pamphlet packet
Pro and con statement submission form

Email Mail or in-person Fax
election.operations@kingcounty.gov King County Elections King County Elections

Attn: Election Operations Attn: Election Operations
919 SW Grady Way 206-296-0108
Renton, WA 98057
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1. Ballot title
The language of the measure that 
will appear on the ballot. 
This information is submitted by 
the jurisdiction and approved 
by the King County Prosecuting 
Attorney’s Office. 

2. Explanatory statement
A statement prepared or approved 
by the jurisdiction’s legal council. 
The explanatory statement 
describes the effect of the 
measure if passed into law.

3. Statement in favor
An argument advocating voters’ 
approval of the measure.
This statement is submitted by the 
committee favoring the measure 
(pro committee).  

4. Statement in opposition
An argument advocating voters’ 
rejection of the measure.
This statement is submitted by the 
committee opposing the measure 
(con committee). 

5. Rebuttal of statement in 
opposition
A response to the statement in 
opposition.
This statement is submitted by the 
committee favoring the measure 
(pro committee) after having 
the opportunity to review the 
statement in opposition. 

6. Rebuttal of statement in favor
A response to the statement in 
favor. 
This statement is submitted by the 
committee opposing the measure 
(con committee) after having 
the opportunity to review the 
statement in favor. 

7. Statement submitted by
This area lists the names of 
all committee members as 
submitted by the jurisdiction 
(maximum of three). 
Additionally, committees can 
include one of the following: 
email address, website or 
phone number. This section is 
not included in the allowable 
word limits for statements. 

Note: 
King County is not responsible 
for the validity or accuracy 
of statements, arguments or 
rebuttals. Statements do not 
represent the position of the 
county on any ballot measure. 
Submissions will not be proofed 
for any errors in spelling, 
punctuation or syntax. 

50King County Elections is not responsible for the validity 
or accuracy of the statements, arguments or rebuttals.City of Carnation

Explanatory statement

Statement in favor Statement in opposition

Rebuttal of statement in opposition Rebuttal of statement in favor
Simple facts. 2008 The City received a surplus $200,000 in property taxes 
but didn’t pay the Q4 Police service bill, roughly $100,000, which still hasn’t 
been paid. So is service really a priority? 2009 they receive an unbudgeted 
$183,000 for sale of property. This is approximately an extra $400,000 spent 
by 2011. The City didn’t prioritize this budget for money to help cover police 
services! Vote No until the Council can prioritize a budget.

Statement submitted by: Jim Ribail   •   jimr@ambmarket.com

No one wants higher taxes.  The fact is every departmental budget has been 
slashed except police.  Public safety is now 52% of the budget, clearly our 
highest priority.

We’ve been subsidizing police with reserves for 3 years because of a 15% 
revenue decline.  Soon there will be nothing to subsidize with.

The city council has debated this proposal for months.  All members wanted 
to avoid it if possible.  It isn’t.

Vote Yes. Keep Carnation safe.

Statement submitted by: Eric Torrison, Ann Estrin-Wassink and William 
Fratzke   •   erictorrison@yahoo.com

Police protection is the number one scare tactic to increase tax revenue.  It is 
the first priority of government to provide safety and security for its citizenry.  
The real problem is the City does not prioritize its budgeting process to make 
Police, Fire, and infrastructure the priorities.  

They are asking for a 46% increase over and above what they are already 
collecting.  One thing is buried in the proposal; this is that 10% of the 
proposed increase will not be used for Police or criminal justice matters but, 
only to give the City a 10% revenue generating tax for “monetary reserves”, 
what are these “reserves” going to be used for.  The other point that is not 
mentioned is that they are factoring in a additional 1% increase every year 
until 2017 that requires no voter approval, a tax they have increase every 
year since the 1900’s.  

This City and City Council need to prioritize what is important for the 
taxpayers of the City of Carnation.  This should be voted down until the 
City can prove to the taxpayers that they have a budgeting process that is 
followed on every item that comes before them in the budget process.

Police protection represents the largest part of our city budget. 
The city has reduced or eliminated every non-police expense possible:  25% 
in the past 3 years through wage cuts, pay freezes, downsizing, reduced 
office hours, virtually eliminated street and park maintenance, and other 
areas. It is so tight, the $1500 DARE drug education program for schools 
was very nearly eliminated this year. Court costs and jail expenses passed 
down from the county have skyrocketed. Our reserves have decreased and 
are rapidly approaching the state minimum.

Voting yes will ensure that we retain the level of police coverage we now 
have.  We currently contract for only 3 officers because it is all we can afford.  
If the levy does not pass, we will have a lower level of protection, probably 
losing an officer.  When we had 2 officers before 2005, our crime rate was 
nearly 3 times higher than today.  With less coverage, we would have 
decreased illegal drug enforcement, significantly longer emergency response 
time, and the risk of lower safety levels for our neighborhoods and families.

Now it’s up to you to decide what level of protection you want.  Please join 
us in voting yes to keep Carnation safe.

Ensuring sufficient funding for criminal justice services, including 
police, jails, prosecution, courts, public defense and domestic 
violence advocacy, are important budget priorities of the Carnation 
City Council.  If approved, Proposition 1 would provide additional 
revenue that would be specifically earmarked for these purposes, as 
well as helping to stabilize the City’s monetary reserves.

State law allows cities to “lift” the cap on regular property tax levy 
increases by obtaining voter approval of the proposed increase.  
The City’s regular property tax rate is currently $1.29 per $1,000 of 
assessed valuation.  If Proposition 1 is approved, the City’s tax rate 
for collection in 2012 would increase by $0.61 to $1.90 per $1,000 
of assessed valuation.  Assuming a 4.12 percent decrease in the 
City’s 2012 total assessed valuation consistent with recent historical 
trends, the proposition would generate approximately $100,000 in 
additional property tax revenue for 2012.  These additional funds 
would be used exclusively to fund criminal justice services and to 
help stabilize the City’s monetary reserves.

For properties valued at $350,000, landowners currently pay 
approximately $451.50 per year in City of Carnation property taxes.  
Under Proposition 1, this amount would increase to $665.00 for 
collection in 2012.

The 2012 levy amount would become the base upon which levy 
increases for years 2013 through 2017 would be computed.

Proposition No. 1 
Levy for Criminal Justice Services and Cash 
Reserve Stabilization
The Carnation City Council has passed Resolution No. 366, 
placing funding for criminal justice services and stabilization 
of the City’s monetary reserves before the voters.

This six-year proposition would increase the regular 
property tax rate for collection in 2012 by $0.61 to $1.90 
per $1,000 of assessed valuation.  The 2012 levy amount 
would become the base upon which levy increases would 
be computed for each of the five succeeding years.  The 
revenue would be used to fund criminal justice services, 
including police, jail, prosecution, courts, public defender, 
and domestic violence advocacy, and to help stabilize the 
City’s monetary reserves. 

Should this proposition be approved?
 YES
 NO

The complete text of this measure is available at the Elections Office or 
online at www.kingcounty.gov/elections.
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